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"AN  ANGEL  FROM  ON  HIGH" 

An  angel  from  on  high, 

The  long,  long  silence  "broke; 
Descending  from  the  sky, 

These  gracious  words  he  spoke: 
lo!  in  Cumorah ' s  lonely  hill, 
A  sacred  record  lies  concealed. 

Sealed  by  Moroni's  hand, 

It  has  for  ages  lain, 
To  wait  the  Lord's  command, 

From  dust  to  speak  again. 
It  shall  again  to  light  come  forth, 
To  usher  in  Christ's  reign  on  earth. 

It  speaks  of  Joseph's  seed, 
And  makes  the  remnant  known 

Of  nations  long  since  dead, 
Who  once  had  dwelt  alone. 

The  fulness  of  the  Gospel,  too, 

Its  pages  will  reveal  to  view. 

The  time  is  now  fulfilled, 

The  long  expected  day; 
Let  earth  obedience  yield, 

And  darkness  flee  away; 
Remove  the  seals,  be  wide  unfurled 
Its  light  and  glory  to  the  world. 

Lo,  Israel  filled  with  joy, 
Shall  now  be  gathered  home , 

Their  wealth  and  power  employ 
To  build  Jerusalem; 

Vhile  Zion  shall  arise  and  shine; 

And  fill  the  earth  with  truth  divine 
Parley  P.  Pratt 


At  the  April  1928  Conference  of  the  Church,  Presi- 
dent Heber  J.  Grant  said:  "If  Parley  P.  Pratt  had  writ- 
ten nothing  else  but  this  hymn  (An  Angel  From  On  High) 
to  which  we  have  .lust  listened,  it  would  have  immortal- 
ized him.  He  has,  however,  written  more  of  the  inspired 
hymns  that  are  in  our  hymn  book  than  any  other  of  our 
writers."    -(Conference  Report)- 
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"THE  AUTHENTICITY  OF  THE  BIBLE" 

Our  eighth  Article  of  Faith  makes  the  following  declaration: 
"We  believe  the  Bible  to  be  the  word  of  God  as  far  as  it  is  trans- 
lated correctly;  we  also  believe  the  Book  of  Mormon  to  be  the  word 
of  God." 

Some  unthinking  persons  impute  to  us  a  tendency  to  deprecate 
the  Bible  and  supplant  it  by  the  Book  of  Mormon,  which  is  far  from 
the  truth.  Many  thousands  of  its*  Members  can  truthfully  testify 
that  the  study  of  the  Book  of  Mormon  together  with  the  revelations 
given  to  the  Prophet  Joseph.  Smith  have  increased  their  faith  and 
love  for  the  Bible  an  hundred  fold;  they- reverence  it  in  very  deed 
as  scripture,  the  inspired  word  of  God. 

Luring  the  past  century  the  Bible  has  come  in  for  very  severe 
scrutiny  by  very  sincere  and  God  fearing  men. 

There  are  many  very  beautiful  teachings  in  the  Bible  which 
are  obscured  by  omissions  or  interpolations  honestly  or  otherwise 
made  during  the  process  of  the  many  re -translations  down  through 
the  ages. 

Many  of  these  obscured  passages  have  been  made  plain  by  the 
grace  of  God  through  the  coming  forth  of  the  Book  of  Mormon  and  the 
Revelations  so  graciously  given  to  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith. 

The  Book  of  Mormon  having  been  engraved  upon  metalic  plates 
and  hidden 'up  unto  the  Lord  to  come  forth  in  this  day  and  genera- 
tion as  it  left  the  hands  of  the  Prophets  of  God,  to  be  translated 
by  the  gift  and  power  of  God  and  not  by  the  science  of  scholastic 
knowledge  of  dead  languages,  is  free  from  ambiguity  and  errors  in 
doctrine . 

The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  does  not  teach  for  doctrine  the 
consensus  of  opinions,  expressed  by  the  theological  students;  they 
might  be  refered  to  at  times,  but  they  do  not  influence  the  accep- 
tance or  the  rejection  of  any  doctrine  taught  by  the  Church,  be- 
cause: that  which  we  teach  has  been  received  by  revelation  as" thus 
saith  the  Lord";  it  is  supported  by  the  Bible,  the  Book  of  Mormon, 
the  Doctrine  and  Covenants,  and  the  Pearl  of  Great  Price. 

The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  is  founded  upon  TRUTH  revealed  by 
God  from  Heaven,  not  as  man  opines  it  should  be,  but  as  it  is,  as 
it  has  been,  and  as  it  will  be.  And  though  ages  may  come  and  go, 
God  has  declared  that  this  Church  and  the  truth  which  He  has  reveal- 
ed to  be  taught  by  it  shall  endure. 

In  the  doctrines  revealed  to  Joseph  Smith  are  anticipated  many 
of  the  glorious  truths  which  great  scholars  are  now  bringing  forth 
as  new  discoveries,  whether  they  apply  to  Geology,  evolution,  as- 
tronomy or  Theology. 

Many  sublime  truths  were  lost  to  the  Christian  churches  very 
soon  after  the  days  of  the  Apostles  through  the  substitution  of 
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false  teachings,  Many  of  these  doctrines  are  plainly  declared  in 
the  Scriptures,  but  man  is  not  able  to  perceive  them  until  they  are 
explained  t«  him  by  those  who  have  been  called  of  God,  who  knows 
their  proper  alinement  with  God's  great  and  glorious  plan.  They 
then  become  very  clear  and  their  truthfulness  becomes  established. 
This  also  applies  to  receiving  a  testimony  of  the  Book  of  Mormon 
as  the  Word  of  God,  and  to  Joseph  Smith  as  the  Prophet  of  God,  the 
chosen  instrument  in  the  hands  of  God  to  be  the  restorer  of  the  Gos- 
el  of  Jesus  Christ  in  these  latter  days.  The  restored  teachings  are 
so  plain  that  even  the  way-faring  man  is  able  to  understand  and  go 
into  the  world  with  only  an  ordinary  high  school  education  and  teach 
others,  confounding  the  wisdom  of  tV:  wise;  his  strength  lies  in  the 
fact  that  what  is  taught  him  is  plainly  portrayed  in  the  Scriptures 
as  comprised  in  the  Bible,  Book  of  Mormon,  Doctrine  and  Covenants, 
and  the  Pearl  of  Great  Price. 

He  is  able  to  study  them  and  receive  a  living  and  growing 
testimony  of  their  divine  origin  and  truthfulness  for  himself,  and 
is  not  compelled  to  rely  upon  a  blind  belief  in  the  doctrine  and 
commandments  taught  by  men,  but  on  a  living  and  growing  faith  which 
dispels  doubts  and  fears  and  endless  quibbling  in  regard  to  private 
interpretations . 

The  joy  which  one  receives  through  the  teachings  of  the  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  is  as  distinctively  real  as  the 
joy  which  one  receives  from  being  able  to  play  a  musical  instrument 
after  learning  the  science  of  music  as  compared  with  the  joy  of  he 
who  plays  by  ear.  It  is  true,  that  it  is  sometimes  difficult  for  the 
non-professional . to  always  tell  the  difference,  because  both  may 
produce  pleasing  melodies,  but  both  cannot  bear  the  same  careful  ex- 
amination; and  thus  it  is  with  the  doctrines  of  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  and  those  of  other  Christian  denomina- 
tions . 

We  might  also  liken  it  to  the  sacredness  of  marriage.  Two  men 
and  two  women  may  be  living  together,  both  having  lovely  families. „  • 
One  has  married  according  to  law,  the  other  has  not.  The  one  has  the 
serene  comfonfe;  in  knowing  that  all  the  rights,  blessings,  and  pro- 
tection which  is  within  the  power  of  the  law  are  at  her  and  her  chil- 
dren's command  by  inheritence;  while  with  the  others,  family  life  can 
be  dissolved  at  will  with  few  inherent  rights  to  the  mother  and  her 
children.  These  differences  are  not  perceptible  to  the  eye  of  the 
looker-on  or  the  children  as  they  stroll  along  together.  Thus  they 
resent  the  timely  warning  from  him  who  has  been  instructed  in  the  law 
and  knows  the  weakness  of  the  position  vrhen  their  claims  for  inherit- 
ances shall  be  made. 

God  has  spoken  from  the  heavens  declaring  these  facts,  and  His 
servants  are  going  forth  among  such  as  are  desirous  of  obtaining 
their  inheritances,  teaching  them  how  it  may  be  accomplished;  not 
condemning  the  children  nor  their  parents,  but  showing  how  both  they 
and  their  parents,  even  though  dead,  may  become  rightful  heirs 
through  the  atonement  made  by  our  Lord  and  Saviour,  Jesus  Christ. 
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The  Lord  has  revealed  the  truth  that  man  is  saved  by  grace 
and  not  by  any  works  of  righteousness  which  he  may  imagine  he  is 
capable  of  performing  in  his  own  strength. 

Jesus  Christ  died  unto  sin  once  that  he  might  reconcile  us 
unto  God;  therefore  the  Father  committed  all  judgement  into  his 
hand  and  gave  Him  power  both  in  heaven  and  in  earth.  Christ  then  be- 
came our  Law-giver,  giving  us  such  commandments  as  his  plan  of  re- 
demption requires, and  He  demands  humble  and  strict  obedience  of  all, 
if  they  would  obtain  the' fulness  of  what  his  redemption  purchased 
on  Calvary  for  them. 

The  Gospel  which  God  has  restored  and  commanded  his  servants 
to  observe  and  teach  is:  "Go  ye  therefore,  and  teach  all  nations, 
baptizing  them  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  Of  the 
Holy  Ghost:  TEACHING  THEM  TO  OBSERVE  ALL  THINGS  --  WHATSOEVER  I  HAVE 
COMMANDED  YOU:  and,  lo,  I  am  with  you  alway ,  even  unto  the  end  of 
the  world." 

This  plan  which  the  Saviour  declared  for  the  Salvation  of  the 
world  does  not  permit  an  indefinite  number  of  systems  according  to 
the  whims  and  fancies  of  men.  It  is  l;o  all  who  are  VILLING  to  take 
upon  them  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  and  TO  ALWAYS  REMEMBER  HIM  and  to 
KEEP,., THE  COMMANDMENTS  which  he  has  given  them,  who  have  the  promise 
of  his  spirit  for  a  constant  companion. 

The  Restoration  of  the  authority  of  the  Holy  Priesthood  has 
very  clearly  defined  those  who  may  administer  in  the  holy  ordinances 
of  the  Gospel  as  the  Servants  of  God. 

The  Restoration  very  clearly  shows  how  through  sin  and  apost- 
acy  God's  divine  authority  was  lost  to  man  and  could  not  be  restored 
by  rebellion  and  usurpation  against  those  who  may  have  sinned  and 
caused  its  loss;  nor  by  seceding  from  those  who  may  differ  in  doc- 
trinal teachings,  and  commencing  new  organizations  however  honour- 
able may  have  been  their  intentions,  however  righteous  their  princi- 
ples.   It  had  to  "be  restored  by  God  Himself. 

It  is  at  this  point  where  the  cause  for  the  differences  lay  be- 
tween the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  and  the  chris- 
tian world. 

It  is  not  easy  for  any  of  us  to  accept  the  demand  of  God  to 
scrap  our  man-made  notions,  our  man-made  organizations,  and  our  man 
authorized  ministrations  and  humbly  accept  the  fact  that  God.  has  re- 
established His  Church  and  Kingdom,  calling  for  His  servant  an  ob- 
scure and  untutored  boy  in  the  face  of  so  many  noble  characters,  of 
highly  theologically  taught  men  whose  influence  sways  the  minds  of 
Emperors,  Kings,  and  Rulers  and  have  hundreds  of  millions  of  follow- 
ers. 

Abraham,  Moses,  and  many  of  the  prophets . before  Christ  experi- 
enced the  same  condition  but  none  so  vividly  as  the  Saviour  himself; 
but  after  the  world  had  destroyed  the  grandeur  of  the  simplicity  of 
His  teaching  and  introduced  a  strong  polution  of  paganism,  it  grew 
with  mighty  strides,  and  today  the  restoration  finds  the  same  calum- 
inations  dished  up  in  such  vividness  as  to  make  them  believed  by  those 
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who  are  willing  to  be  deceived  by  the  sophistries  of  popular  opin- 
ion. 

The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  is  no  clandestine  organization. 
Its  teaching  and  standard  works  are  published  to  the  world  and  mil- 
lions of  tracts  expounding  its  teachings  are  distributed  to  the 
world  annually.  Its  Elders  visit  all  who  desire  to  know,  teaching 
individual  homes  until  they  are  convinced  of  its  truthfulness  and 
power. 

Therefore  thou  art  without  excuse,  Oh  Man!  whoever  you  be 
when  you  turn  down  the  Elders  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  with  a 
wave  of  the  hand  as  bein^  unworthy  of  christian  courtesy. 

Samuel  Martin 

Mission  President. 


"A  FOUNTAIN  OF  TRUTH" 
(From  the  Discourses  of  Brigham  Young) 

The  gospel  is  a  fountain  of  truth,  and  truth  is  what  we  are 
after.  We  have  embraced  the  truth  --  namely,  the  gospel  of  the  son 
of  God.  Its  first  principles  are  to  believe  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
to  repent  of  our  sins,  and  have  hands  laid  upon  us  for  the  reception 
of  the  Holy  Ghost  which  will  lead  us  into  all  truth.  ■ 

No  man  can  disprove  a  truth. 

What  do  you  know  on  natural  principles?  I  do  not  say  natural 
philosophy,  because  my  religion  is  natural  philosophy.  You  never 
heard  me  preach  a  doctrine  but  what  has  a  natural  system  to  it,  and, 
when  understood,  is  as  easy  to  comprehend  as  that  two  and  two  equal 
four.  All  the  revelations  of  the  Lord  Almighty  to  the  children  of 
men,  and  all  revealed  doctrines  of  salvation  are  upon  natural  prin- 
ciples, upon  natural  philosophy.  When  I  use  this  term,  I  use  it  as 
synonomous  with  the  plan  of  salvation;  natural  philosophy  is  the 
plan  of  salvation,  and  the  plan  of  salvation  is  natural  philosophy. 

Our  doctrine  and  practice  is,  and  I  have  made  it  mine  through 
life  --  to  receive  truth  no  matter  where  it  comes  from. 

When  we  demonstrate  a  truth,  we  demonstrate  a  portion  of  the 
faith,  law,  or  power  by  which  all  intelligent  beings  exist,  whether 
in  heaven  or  on  earth,  consequently  when  we  have  truth  in  our  pos- 
session we  have  so  much  of  the  knowledge  of  God.  I  delight  in  this, 
because  truth  is  calculated  to  sustain  itself;  it  is  based  upon 
eternal  facts  and  will  endure,  while  all  else  will  sooner  or  later 
perish. 

All  truth  is  worthy  and  worth  possessing. 

How  easy  it  is  to  live  by  the  truth.  Did  you  ever -think  of  it, 
my  friends?  Did  you  ever  think  of  it,  my  brethren  and  sisters?   In 
every  circumstance  of  life,  no  matter  whether  among  the  humble  or 
lofty,  truth  is  always  the  surest  guide  and  the  easiest  to  square 
our  lives  by. 

Be  willing  to  receive  the  truth,  let  it  come  from  whom  it  may; 
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no  difference,  not  a  particle.  Just  as  soon  receive  the  Gospel 
from  Joseph  Smith  as  from  Peter,  who  lived  in  the  days  of  Jesus. 
Receive  it  from  one  man  as  soon  as  another.  If  God  has  called  an 
individual  and  sent  him  to  preach  the  Gospel  that  is  enough  for  me 
to  know;  it  is  no  matter  who  it  is.  all  I  want  is  to  know  the  truth. 

All  truth  is  for  the  salvation  of  the  children  of  men  —  for 
the  benefit  and  learning  --  for  their  furtherance  in  the  principles 
of  divine  knowledge;  and  divine  knowledge  is  any  matter  of  fact  -- 
truth;  and  all  truth  pertains  to  divinity. 

Submitted  by  --Sister  Hester  Grobbelaar. 
--  Bloemfontein  District. 


"THE  ATONEMENT" 

Briefly  and  generally  speaking  it  is  only  when  we  approach 
non-members  of  the  Church  with  the  doctrine  of  the  restored  Gospel 
that  we  realize  how  vague  an  understanding  is  in  evidence  amongst 
them  regarding  the  principle,  necessity  and  effective  operation  of 
the  atonement  in  the  plan  of  redemption  as  applied  to  fallen  man. 

The  law  of  compensation,  expiation  or  atonement,  is  as  eter- 
nal as  that  of  obedience,  the  great  fundamental  law  upon  which  re- 
demption functions. 

Vvhen  God  the  Father,  through  his  Son  Jesus  Christ,  created 
this  terrestrial  sphere,  he  obtained  the  synthetic  result  by  bring- 
ing into  operation  natural  laws' which  govern  eternal  elements.  If 
the  axis  of  the  earth  was  deflected  only  a  few  degrees  either  way 
from  its  normal  plane  the  seasons  would  at  once  be  materially  alter- 
ed, and  it  would  necessitate  a  compensating  or  atoning  law  to  oper- 
ate before  normal  conditions  were  re-established. 

When  God  first  transfered  his  spiritual  offspring  from  the 
heavens  to  this  planet  and  gave  them  bodies  created  from  the  ele- 
ments of  the  earth,  they  became  living  souls  and  were  named  Adam 
and  Eve.  God  blessed  them  and  commanded  them  to  increase  and  multi- 
ply and  replenish  the  earth;  thus  they  became  the  parents  of  our 
mortal  race. 

God  placed  them  in  the  Garden  of  Eden  wnere  it  would  appear  . 
that  it  was  within  their  right  and  privilege  to.  remain  in  a  state 
of  blessed  inocence  by  obedience.  But  the  tree  of  Knowledge  of  good 
and  evil  was  also  placed  within  their  reach  and  God  instructed  them 
that  if  they  partook  they  would  be  subject  to  death  as  the  following 
will  show: 

"And  I,  the  Lord  God,  took  the  man,  and  put  him  into  the  Gar- 
den of  Eden,  to  dress  it,  and  to  keep  it.  And  I,  the  Lord  God,  com- 
manded the  man,  saying:  Of  every  tree  of  the  garden  thou  mayest 
freely  eat,  but  of  thd  tree  of  the  knowledge  of  good  and  evil,  thou 
shalt  not  eat  of  it,  nevertheless,  thou  mayest  choose  for  thyself, 
for  it  is  given  unto  thee;  but,  remember  that  I  forbid  it,  for  in 
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the  day  thou  eatest  thereof  thou  shalt  surely  die."  Moses  3:15-17. 

'  This  death  or  banishment  from  the  presence  of  God  was  a  great 
sacrifice  for  our  first  parents  to  make,  even  though  Adam  may  have 
known  that  it  was  only  temporary , for  God  had  promised  his  children 
eternal  life  before  the  world  began.  However,  it  is  an  axiom  that 
where  a  law  is  given,  a  punishment  is  also  of  necessity  affixed. 
"That  which  breaketh  a  law,  and  abideth  not  by  law,  but  seeketh  to 
become  a  law  unto  itself,  and  willeth  to  abide  in  sin,  and  alto- 
gether abideth  in  sin,  cannot  be  sanctified  by  law,  neither  by 
mercy,  justice,  nor  .judgment.  Therefore ,  they  must  remain  filthy 
still."  Doctrine  and  Covenants  88:35. 

Our  first  parents  in  their  innocent  state  were  free  from  the 
taint  of  sin,  possessing  no  knowledge  of  sorrow,  pain,  disease, 
etc.,  which  are  the  common  experiences  of  mortal  life;  and  as  the 
spirits  of  men  were  permitted  to  tabernacle  in  the  flesh  on  earth 
of  their  own  free  will,  and  fore  knowledge  of  the  difficulties 
they  would  encounter  here,  to  obtain  that  experience  —  the  wonder- 
ful plan  of  the  Fall  became  necessary.  "Adam  fell  that  man  might 
be,  and  men  are  that  they  might  have  joy". 

Although  the  divine  prerogative  of  man's  free  agency  was  not 
in  any  way  influenced,  it  was  a  fore-known  conclusion  that  they 
would  fall,  and  so  bring  themselves  within  the  grasp  of  justice, 
which  would  demand  the  execution  of  the  law.  Under  these  circum- 
stances it  became  necessary  to  apply  some  effective  means  that  would 
make  possible  man's  re-establishment  so  that  God  could  bring  about 
man's  immortality  and  eternal  life,  which  is  God's  work  and  glory. 

When  the  great  council  was  convened  In  the  spirit  world  to 
determine  the  work  of  creation  and  its  subsequent  issues, this  event- 
uality was' provided  for. 

An  infinite  atonement  being  necessary,  Jesus  Christ  of  his  own 
volition,  offered  himself  for  an  atoning  vicarious  sacrifice  to  meet 
the  demands  of  God  and  was  accepted.   Now  before  the  atonement  could 
operate  effectively,  it  became  necessary  that  fallen  man  should  ren- 
der obedience  to  prescribed  conditions;  thus  exercising  Faith  unto 
Repentance  and  serving  God  all  our  days,  mercy  can  step  in  the  breach, 
encircling  us  in  the  arms  of  safety,  satisfying  all  demands  of  jus- 
tice. Thuc  is  brought  about  the  great  eternal  plan  of  life  and  sal- 
tation. Hence  our  third  Article  of  Faith  declares:  "through  the 
atonement  of  Christ,  all  mankind  may  be  saved  by  obedience  to  the 
laws  and  ordinances  of  the  Gospel. 

"The  Heavenly  constellations,  how  gloriously  they  shine, 
They  lead  our  thoughts  to  him,  most  holy  and  divine. 
Each  to  his  will  their  path  they  traverse,  their  duty  doth 

perform; 
A  lesson  of  obedience,  an  example  to  us  all. 

"And  thus  beholding  can  we  forget  that  Christ  was  sent  alone? 
That  by  rendering  expiation,  through  his  death  he  might  atone 
For  all  our  sins;  and  gentle  mercy  guide  us  by  the  hand 
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Along  the  narrow  way, 
Leading  "back  to  Father,  from  night  to  endless  day." 

Brother  Walter  0.  Hanson  

--Cape  District— 


"A   TESTIMONY" 

Before  I  was  baptized  into  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ,  I  was 
a  member  in  the  Church  of  England.  I  did  not  have  much  interest  in 
any  of  the  churches  for  they  appeared  empty  in  doctrine  and  had  no 
foundation.  I  read  the  Bible  and  used  to  have  great  joy  in  study- 
ing it,  and  I  wondered  if  there  were  any  prophets  in  the  world  to- 
day . 

My  friends,  Mr.  and  Mrs  Doller,  asked  me  one  day  if  I  would 
come  to  their  home  on  Sunday  night  and  listen  to  two  "Mormon  Elders". 
I  told  them  that  I  had  never  heard  of  "Mormons"  before  and  that  I 
would  like  to  do  so.   Accompanied  by  my  parents  and  my  wife,  I  went 
down  to  hear  them  on  the  Sunday  evening. 

The  Elders  preached  on  pre-existence ,  a  subject  in  which  I  was 
very  interested  as  I  had  never  heard  of  it  before.      ';  '"■•' 

I  came  home  and  prayed  to  God  that  night  to  guide  me. 

Y.re  went  again  the  following  Sunday  and  heard  the -First  Prin- 
ciples of  the  Gospel   and  the  story  of  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith.  My 
joy  was  full  to  hear  about  a  Prophet. 

Every  night  I  pleaded  with  my  Father  in  Heaven  to  help  and 
guide  me.   I  started  talking  to  my  father  and  mother,  but  they  could 
not  see  the  truth  as  yet. 

I  called  to  see  Elder  Jones  and  asked  him  to  baptize  me.  He 
had  a  long  talk  with  me  and  told  me  of  the  persecution  which  I  would 
receive  and  possibly  lose  all  my  friends.  Inasmuch  as  he  was  going 
away  for  Convention  and  would  be  back  on  January  7th,  1923,  he  told 
me  to  think  it  over  first  and  prepare  myself. 

I  was  ready  to  make  my  covenants  with  God  through  the  waters 
of  baptism.  My  wife  also  was  ready,  which  fact  brought  me  great  joy. 
I  had  many  talks  with  my  parents  and  also  my  three  sisters,  who  were 
all  baptized  one  month  after  my  wife  and  I. 

Many  people  cannot  realize  that  the  Church  of  Christ  is  again 
restored  to  the  earth  with  authority  to  preach  the  Gospel  and  admin- 
ister in  the  ordinances  thereof.  Surely  this  is  the  day  of  God's 
judgment,  "and  the  Lord  God  will  do  nothing,  but  he  revealeth  his 
secrets  unto  his  Servants  the  Prophets."  Amos  3:7. 

The  Gospel  has  changed  my  life  wonderfully .  I  rejoice  for  I 
know  that  God  lives  and  that  Jesus  Christ  is  the  Son  of  God;  and 
that  Joseph  Smith,  the  prophet,  has  been  chosen  of  God  to  bring  in 
this  last  dispensation  Baptism  for  the  remission  of  sins  and  for 
entrance  into  the  Church  and  kingdom,  is  one  of  God's  greatest  bless- 
ings to  us.    Brother  C.  A.  Smith,  Uitenhage. 
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"A  FRAUDULENT  PROPHECY" 

In  the  December  issue,  1927,  of  the  "Cumorah  Monthly  Bulletin',' 
there  was  published  a  prophecy  by  Lutius  Gratiano,  whose  book  "The 
Hope  of  Zion" ,  in  which  the  prophecy  is  said  to  be  found,  is  at 
present  in  the  University  library  in  Basel  City,  Switzerland. 

Since  the  publication  of  this  prophecy,  our  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  fact  that  it  is  untrue. 

A  recent  issue  of  the  Liahona  brings  out  the  fact  that  this 
prophecy,  which  has  been  published  many  times,  is  a  bogus  one  as 
Elder  Rulon  S.  Wells,  of  the  First  Council  of  Seventy,  shows  in  an 
article  entitled  "A  Fraudulent  Prophecy  Exposed".  Elder  Wells  says: 

"Personally  I  would  be  much  interested  in  learning,  who  is 
really  responsible  for  the  foregoing  statement,  for,  if  it  be  true, 
it  should  be  verified,  and  the  name  of  Gratiano  should  become  a 
household  word,  as  one  of  the  prophets  to  whom  the  future  was-  un- 
folded with  such  clearness  and  detail  as  almost  to  rival  the  wonder- 
ful vision  of  Daniel,  when  the  Lord  made  known  to  him  the  dream  of 
Nebuchadnezzar  and  its  interpretation.  But  if,  on  the  other  hand, 
it  be  untrue,  the  perpetrator  of  this  fraud  deserves  severe  repri- 
mand. For  my  part,  I  am  free  to  admit,  that  I  regard  it  as  a  'fake' 
and  a  fraud.  About  ten  years  ago,  while  visiting  the  Swiss  and  Ger- 
man Mission,  I  came  to  Basel,  Switzerland,  and  having  previously 
been  shown  a  typewritten  document  almost  if  not  exactly  a  copy  of  the 
article  quoted  above,  I  resolved  to  visit  the  library  and,  if  pos- 
sible, obtain  the  book.  Through  the  courtesy  of  Herr  Rome 11,  a  local 
emigration' agent,  with  whoa  we  had  transacted  considerable  business, 
I  succeeded  in  getting  the  bo-.k,  Zion's  Hoffnung,  or,  The  Hope  Of 
Zion,  by  Lutius  Gratiano,  printed  in  the  year  1739.  Jointly  with 
Elder  Peter  Loutensock,  then  presiding  in  that  mission,  I  read  it 
from  start  to  finish,  and,  much" to  my  regret  and  disappointment,  I 
found  in  it  no  such  prediction,  ancK nothing  that  even  resembled  it. 
It  was  a  book  on  piety,  written  by  a  devout  Christian;  at  times  it 
was  almost  prophetic,  but  it  contained  nothing  that  would  justify 
the  statement  quoted  above,  or  the  document  which  had  been  shown  to 
me  ." 

After  commenting  on  certain  prophetic  words  which  are  truly 
contained  in  Lutius  Gratiano' s  book,  Elder  Veils  says: 

"However,  there  is  nothing  in  this  genuine  quotation  from  Zion's 
Hoffnung,  or  for  that  matter  in  any  other  passage  of  that  book,  that 
would  warrant  the  statement  referred  to  at  the  beginning  of  this 
article,  and  let  us  hope  that  it  will  not  be  used,  either  at  home  or 
abroad  in  the  mission  field,  in  support  of  the  great  work  of  the 
Master.  There  is  enough  of  real  prophecy  without  using  any  that  is 
bogus,  to  convince  the  honest  in  heart  of  the. truth."   T.R.M. 


"A  lie  may  live  for  a  time,  truth  for  all  time."   --Great  Truths-- 
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"MISSION  NEWS" 

" Cumorah" ,  Mowbray . 

The  Lord  has  greatly  "blessed  us  this  past  month  and  we  feel 
that  the  work  is  progressing. 

On  June  the  14th,  a  Farewell  Social  was  given  in  honour  of 
District  President. Noel  G.  Knight.   A  very  successful  program  was 
rendered  under  the  direction  of  the  Mutual  Improvement  Association. 
President  Knight  left  Cape  Town  on  June  19th  per  the  Arundel  Castle 
for  Port  Elizabeth  on  his  way  home. 

Elder  Foyal  L.  Smi Lh  arrived  here  on  June  16th  to  take  up  his 
labours  in  this  District  as  the  president  of  the  Cape  District. 

The  Second  Anniversary  of  President  and  Sister  Martin's  advent 
into  this  land  was  commemorated  by  a  Social  held  at  "Cumorah"  on 
June  22nd.  A  large  crowd  attended  and  all  enjoyed  the  beautiful  pro- 
gram arranged  by  the  Mutual  Improvement  Association. 

The  Sunday  School,  Mutual  Improvement  Association,  and  the 
Relief  Society  are  all  growing  and  doing  much  good.  The  attendance 
at  the  meetings  being  very  good. 

We  pray  that  the  Lord  will  continue  to  bless  our  labours  that 
we  might  be  instrumental  in  taking  the  truth  to  many  who  are  honest- 
ly searching  for  it.   Elder  Wm.  B.  Holland,  District  Clerk. 

"Ramah" ,  Johannesburg. 

The  past  month's  labours  have  brought  gratifying  joy  and  hap- 
piness to  all  labouring  in  this  District.  The  work  of  the  Lord  is 
steadily  progressing  and  we  feel  the  hand  of  an  omniscient  Creator 
working  among  us,  bringing  about  His  eternal  purposes  which  were  de- 
creed in  the  heavens. 

From  May  25th  to  June  9th,  we  were  favoured  with  a  visit  from 
Elder  Foyal  L.  Smith  who  had  just  come  out  of  the  hospital  in  Bloem- 
fontein.  His  visits  amongst  the  saints  and  friends  were  enjoyable 
and  benefitial  to  all.  Besides  profiting  by  seeing  many  points  of 
interest  in  Johannesburg  and  Pretoria,  Elder  Smith  profited  immense- 
ly from  the  splendid  cooking  at  "Ramah" ,  which  netted  him  a  gain  of 
twenty  pounds  in  weight. 

On  Union  Day,  May  31st,  a  very  successful  picnic  outing  was 
held  at  "Maloni ' s-eye" ;  it  was  arranged  under  the  direction  of  the 
Mutual  Improvement  Association.  A  motor  lorry  was  engaged  and  a  good 
turn-out  of  fifty-five  enjoyed  themselves  in  a  lay  of  recreation. 
The  paramount  event  of  excitement  of  the  day  cccured  when  Miss  Kath- 
leen Harding  misplaced  her  foot  on  a  rock  while  crossing  the  stream 
and  plunged  head-long  into  the  clear  sparkling  water. 

Several  interesting  Cottage  Meetings  have  been  held  during  the 
past  month;  all  proving  a  source  of  enlightment  and  encouragement  to 
those  who  came  out. 

Tracting  in  Kensington  has  been  completed  and  many  have  been 
informed  of  the  glorious  message  of  the  Restoration  of  the  Everlasting 
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Gospel.  Our  new  tracting  field  in  Bezuidenhout  Valley  is  proving 
to  be  fruitful  and  we  feel  very  optimistic  in  the  attitude  many  of 
the  people  are  taking  toward  our  message. 

All  in  the  Transvaal  District  regret  very  much  the  close  of 
President  Marion  L.  Allred's  mission  in  South  Africa  which  takes 
effect  June  30th.  His  faithful  labours  and  unceasing  zeal  in  the 
Lord's  work  will  always  be  cherished  in  our  memories. 

Elder  0.  Layton  Alldredge,  District  Clerk. -- 

Port  Elizabeth  District. 

We  are  thankful  unto  our  Father  in  Heaven  that  the  work  in 
this  District  is  progressing. 

Many  good  visits  have  been  paid  to  earnest  investigators  and 
we  feel  that  much  good  was  accomplished. 

We  are  very  sorry  to  say  that  we  have  had  Sister  Minna  Hum- 
phries down  with  pneumonia.  The  Eiders  were  called  in  to  administer 
to  her  and  since  then  she  has  recovered;  a  blessing  from  our  Father 
in  Heaven  for  which  we  are  truly  grateful. 

On  June  18th  and  19th  both  Elders  paid  a  visit  to  Uitenhage 
where  they  had  many  good  talks. 

On  June  21st  we  were  very  glad  to  welcome  Elder  Noel  G.  Knight 
who  will  spend  a  week  with  us  before  he  leaves  for  Zion. 

We  have  received  great  joy  from  our  labours.  We  extend  our 
best  greetings  to  all.  Elder  A.Edward  Hughes,  District  Clerk. -- 

Bloemfontein  District.  ;. 

It  gives  us  great  pleasure  to  report  the  conditions  of  the 
Bloemfontein  District.   Our  tracting  this  month  has  turned  out  fair- 
ly successful.   We  have  had  some  good  visits  with  our  investigators 
and  they  seem  to  be  taking  a  great  interest  in  our  message. 

The  opening  Social  of  the  M.I. A.  was  held  on  the  5th  of  June. 
There  were  many  in  attendance  and  a  good  time  was  enjoyed  by  all. 

Elder  Foyal  L.  Smith  arrived  from  Johannesburg  on  the  10th  of 
June  and  stayed  with  us  for  a  few  days  before  leaving  for  Mowbray. 

Sister  Ninow  and  her  grand-daughter , Sister  Olga  Ninow,  arrived 
here  on  the  10th  of  June.  We  are  sad  to  say  that  Sister  Ninow  is  now 
down  with  double  pneumonia.  Sister  Hubert,  daughter  of  Sister  Ninow, 
arrived  here  on  the  22nd  of  June  from  Johannesburg  to  take  care  of 
her  Mother. 

The  saints  and  friends  wish  to  extend  Gospel  greetings  to  all 
throughout  the  Mission.  --Elder  Bertram  J.  Glynn,  District  Clerk. -- 

Kimberley  District. 

We  feel  that  the  Kimberley  Elders  can  again  report  a  success- 
ful month's  labours,  and  we  feel  that  the  work  here  is  progressing. 

We  regret  to  state  that  there  has  been  much  sickness  in  this 
District  during  the  past  month,  which  has  handicapped  our  work  con- 
siderably; nevertheless,  we  feel  that  the  spirit  of  the  Lord  has 
been  our  guide  and  that  as  much  as  possible  has  been  accomplished. 
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On  the  twenty-seventh  of  May  we  went  to  Koodoo  where  we  spent 
a  very  enjoyable  day  with  Sister  Bryant. 

On  June  20th  the  M.I. A.  gave  a  joint  Social  and  Food  Sale  for 
the  purpose  of  raising  finances  to  buy  necessities  in  the  Branch.  A 
very  enjoyable  program  was  arranged  which  consisted  of  a  Dialogue 
and  musical  items.  After  the  program  the  remainder  of  the  evening 
was  spent  in  a  sale  of  food  and  in  playing  games.  There  were  forty- 
one  in  attendance  and  all  spent  a  very  enjoyable  evening. 

Also  on  June  20th,  Mr.  Thomas  McCleery,  aged  58,  passed  away. 
Mr.  McCleery  was  a  very  close  friend  of  the  Elder's. 

We  feel  that  our  tracting  the  last  month  has  been  successful. 
"Te  also  rejoice  in  the  fact  that  Brother  Rask,  after  a  long  period 
of  sickness,  is  recovering  and  we  expect  that  he  will  be  well  in 
the  near  future.  --Elder  George  C.  Maw,  District  Clerk.— 

Natal  District. 

V'e  feel  grateful  to  our  Father  in  Heaven  for  the  many  blessings 
we  have  enjoyed  during  the  past  month. 

Our  Saints  and  friends  have  shown  special  interest  during  the 
past  month  in  the  work  of  the  Lord,  and  they  have  supported  us  well 
under  the  conditions  we  have  been  placed. 

On  the  8th  of  June,  President  Oral  N.  Beckstead  went  to  the 
Berea  Nursing  Home  and  the  next  day  was  operated  on  for  ear  trouble. 
He  was  confined  to  the  Nursing  Home  for  a  period  of  three  weeks,  and 
on  the  28th  of  June  he  returned  home,  and  he  hopes  to  take  care  of 
his  regular  duties  in  the  course  of  a  couple  of  weeks. 

The  local  brethren  willingly  assisted  in  the  work  while  Pres- 
ident Beckstead  was  ill  so  that  the  work  was  carried  on  as  usual. 

Elder  Rex  C.  Ellsworth,  District  Clerk. 

East  London  District. 

The  following  unique  manner  of  reporting  the  labours  accomp- 
lished in  East  London  during  the  month  was  reported  by  Elder  Ray  V.'. 
Ellsworth.  Elder  Ellsworth  says  that  it  is  quite  original: 

The  scene  is  laid  in  a  humble  cottage  —  someone's  home. 

The  characters:  A  Father  and  a  Mother. 

The  curtain  rises  on  a  peaceful  and  contented  scene.  The  Father 
and  Mother  are  seated  comfortably  side  by  side.  The  Father  has  a 
"Cumorah  Monthly  Bulletin"  in  his  hands  and  has  been  reading  from  it. 

Father:  "Yes,  here's  East  London's  report  again,  and  they  are 
telling  all  about  the  success  they're  meeting  with  in  that  part  of 
the  world.'" 

Mother:  "Read  it  over, Father,  and  let's  see  what  they  are  doing'! 

Father  (Reading):  "V'e  are  holding  our  Sunday  School  and  our 
Evening  Church  Service  in  the  S.O.E.  Hall.  These  meetings  are  proving 
successful;  the  attendance  to  them  is  gradually  becoming  larger.  Our 
prospects  are  very  bright  for  a  bigger  and  better  East  London  Branch. 
In  the'  future  we  expect  to  have  a  still  larger  attendance  to  our  Ser- 
vices." 
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Father:  "And  just  you  listen  to  this."  (Reading)  "A  Baptism- 
al Service  was  held  on  May  30th  at  Sister  Kukard's  home.  Three  of 
Sister  Kukard's  children  were  baptized  and  confirmed  and  four  were 
blessed."   What  do  you  know  about  this!   "During  the  past  month, 
Cambridge  and  Vincent  were  tracted.  Many  copies  of  the  Book  of  Mor- 
mon were  left  in  the  homes  of  the  people.  Several  friends  were  made 
and  homes  have  peeiv>  opened  for  future  visiting." 

Mother:  Say,  Father,  I'll  bet  those  two  Elders  are  enjoying 
the  spirit  of  their  missions. 

Father:  Wouldn't  it  be  great  if  we  could  have  our  boy  on  a 
Mission  and  enjoying  his  work  as  these  two  missionaries  are? 

Mother:  Yes  I  it  would  make  a  real  man  out  of  him.  Just  think 
of  all  those  valuable  experiences  he's  missing.  Those  Elders  are 
doing  all  sorts  of  good  and  at  the  same  time  they  are  having  untold 
joy  come  into  their  lives  by  serving  the  Lord.    (Curtain). 

--Elder  Ray  VFm.  Ellsworth,  District  Clerk.  -- 

The  above  report  is  supported  by  the  following  letter  to  Pres- 
ident Samuel  Martin  from  District  President  Wells  L.  Evans,  showing 
how  East  London  is  doing  things: 

Dear  President  Martin:   We  have  tried  in  every  possible  way 
to  be  able  to  send  in  a  better  report  for  this  month  than  we  did 
for  our  previous  month.   We  are  encouraged  greatly  in  some  of  the 
comparisons,  especially  in  the  sale  of  the  Book  of  Mormon,  making 
an  increase  of  eleven. 

We  are  continually  opening  new  homes  in  our  tracting  work  and 
this  .is  mainly  accomplished  through  our  srles  of  the  Book  of  Mormon. 

We  leave  our  "Pictorial  Ancient  America"  with  one  person  after 
another  and  we  really  need  one  or  two  more  here  to  use  among  the 
people  who  have  purchased  Books  of  Mormon.  Could  you  send  us  one  or 
two  of  these  Books  to  use  among  the  people  as  District  or  Mission 
property?   We  would  like  to  do  this  on  our  own  but  it  is  quite  an 
expense  as  you  know. 

We  are  getting  to  be  well  known  here  now  and  it  .is  helping  our 
work  in  every  respect. 

We  had  an  increase  of  thirteen  to  our  Sunday  School  last  Sun- 
day as  compared  with  the  same  Sunday  last  year.  We  look  forward  to 
even  greater  results  in  our  Sunday  School.   We  are  taking  your  ad- 
vice to  Teach!  Teach!  Teach! 

We  are  holding  two  or  three  Cottage  Meetings  every  week  and 
they  are  of  great  benefit  to  the  homes  in  which  they  are  held, 
i'      We  are  both  well  and  happy  and  trying  in  every  way  to  do  the 
things  that  will  make  East  London  what  we  would  like  it  to  be. 

My  companion  is  doing  just  fine.  He  says  he  has  never  had  such 
a  desire  to  "do  things"  since  he  left  home.  In  the  mornings  he  says, 
"I  am  going  to  sell  more  Books  of  Mormon."  He  used  to  say,  "I  would 
like  to",  or  "I'll  try  to".   He  is  a  splendid  Elder.  We  are  getting 
along  well  together.   Remember  us  to  all  at  "Cumorah". 

Sincerely  your  brother.  Wells  L.  Evans,  District  Prest. 
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"FAREWELL" 

We  feel  in  leaving  Africa  to  express  our  sentiments  in  wish- 
ing all  with  whom  we  have  so  happily  associated  in  the  work  of  our 
Master,  the  best  that  a  higher  life  affords.  We  are  sincerely  grate- 
ful for  the  unity  and  fellowship  that  has  characterized  our  associ- 
ations with  the  good  people  of  Africa,  and  our  humble  and  prayerful 
desire  is  that  our  friendship  thus  established  may  be  of  eternal 
duration. 

For  the  privilege  of  a  Mission  we  feel  to  thank  our  Heavenly 
Father  more  than 'for  any  other  blessing  granted  us.  in  life,  and.  if 
we  have  kindled  from  the  altar  of  our  own  hearts  any  divine  fire  in 
the  hearts  of  others,  or  if  the  impress  and  power  of  the  spirit 
that  fills  our  souls  has  been  felt  by  others  and  they  have  caught 
the  spirit  of  our  testimonies  --  we  have  succeeded,  and  for  our 
efforts  in  the  work  of  the  Lord  --  we  have  been  amply  repaid. 

With  love  and  blessing  we  say  farewell  to  all. 

Noel  G.  Knight 
•  .        Marion  L.  Allred. 


RELEASES  AND.  APPOINTMENTS:  Elder  Noel  G.  Knight,  former  president 
of  the  Cape  District,  and  Elder  Marion  Lee  Allred,  former  president 
of  the  Transvaal  District,  were  both  honourably  released  on  the 
30th  of  June.   Elders  Foyal  L.  Smith  and  Reed  H.  Beckstead  have 
been  appointed  as  presidents  in  the  Cape  and  Transvaal  Districts 
respectively.   Elder  Wm.  B.  Holland  was  transfered  from  the  Cape  to 
the  Transvaal  District  on  the  6th  of  July. 


DEATHS : 

Sister  Johanna  Carolina  Ninow  of  the  Bloemfontein  Branch,  pas- 
sed .away  on  July  3rd  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine;  the  cause  of  her 
death  being  double  pneumonia..  Funeral  services  were  held  on  July  4th, 
a/t  the. Mission  Hall,  Monument  Road.   Branch  President  Clarence  B. 
Spear  conducted  the  services.  Branch  President  Clarence  B.  Spear  and 
District  President  Leroy  H.  Duncan  were  the  speakers.  District  Pres- 
ident Leroy  H.  Duncan  dedicated  the  grave. 

On  July  12th,  at  Port  Elizabeth,  Sister  Katherine  Elizabeth 
Bateman,  age  seventy,  died  as  a  result  of  heart  failure.  Sister 
Bateman  was  very  faithful  and  died  with  a  strong  testimony  of  the 
Gospel.   The  Funeral  Services  were  conducted  the  same  day  under  the 
direction  of  District  President  Sheldon  R.  Free. 


"It  is  far  better  to  die  in  a  good  cause  than  to  live  in  a  bad  one; 
it  is  better  to  die  doing  good  than  to  live  doing  evil."  --B.Young — 
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